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Major Parallel  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Samuel+6:14&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Samuel+22:18&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Samuel+2:18&version=NIV


Return to Big Picture 

Story:  The Birth of Samuel Passage: 1 Samuel 1:1-2:11 

Notes:   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes 

Beginning Middle End 

Ramathaim-Zophim “Double height of watchers”  Samuel = “His name is El”  

Elkanah – “God has possessed”  Hannah says “I have asked” is the reason (Saul?) 

Son of Jeroham, Elihu, Tohu, Zuph, Ephraim   

  Hannah’s song = Sovereignty Theology 

Was Samuel a Levite or Ephraimite?    God exalts the humble, humbles the proud 

Eli – “ascension”     Explains what kind of ruler that God is. 

Hopni – “boxer”  Phineas – “mouth of brass”   

   

Hannah – “grace” Peninnah – “jewel”   

   

Eli, “Go in peace” 
Setup Conclusion 

Climax 

Rival provoked her, 

terrible comfort 

from Elkanah 

Problem Resolution 

Yahweh closed Hannah’s 

womb 

Hannah gives birth to boy, 

Samuel 

Hannah weeps, 

vows to give a 

child to God 

Eli rebukes 

Hannah reassures 

No longer 

downcast, eats 

Return to Ramah 

Elkanah sleeps 

with Hannah, God 

remembers her 



Return to Big Picture 

Story:  Wickedness of Eli’s Sons Passage: 1 Samuel 2:12-36 

Notes:   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes 

Beginning Middle End 

   

Hophni – “boxer”  Phineas – “mouth of brass”   

   

   

Hophni and Phinehas are taking the fat (kavod)    

   

   

   

   

   
 

Samuel was ministering 

before Yahweh in linen 

ephod 

Setup Conclusion 

Climax 

Forking the boiling 

meat 

Problem Resolution 

Eli’s sons had no regard for 

Yahweh 

God will raise up a faithful 

priest 

Take portions of 

fatty meat too. 

Take it by force… 

Sin was great; 

treating the Lord’s 

offering contempt 

Eli’s lame rebuke; 

Samuel continues 

to grow 

Man of God’s 

rebuke 

Consequences 

from God. 



Return to Big Picture 

Story:  Yahweh calls Samuel Passage: 1 Samuel 3:1-21 

Notes:   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes 

Beginning Middle End 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

Calls third time and Eli 

realizes that it is Yahweh 
Setup Conclusion 

Climax 

Lord calls to 

Samuel; He thinks 

it’s Eli; nope. 

 

Problem Resolution 

Not many visions/word of 

the Lord is rare 

All Israel knows that Samuel 

is a prophet 

 

“Samuel” goes to 

Eli, didn’t call 

Samuel didn’t 

know Yahweh 

Calls fourth time; 

Samuel says, 

Speak! 

Given the fate of 

Eli’s sons; lies back 

down 

Eli actually calls 

Samuel; Samuel 

delivers message 

od 

 



Return to Big Picture 

Story:  Philistines Capture the Ark Passage: 1 Samuel 4:1-22 

Notes:   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes 

Beginning Middle End 

  Eli is ‘heavy’ – Kavod (same as I-kavod) 

Ebenezer – Stone of help (Named by Samuel later)  Ichabod – No Glory 

Aphek – Enclosure    

  It’s a clever wordplay ending for the chapter 

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

Philistines win a decisive 

battle; Israel loses 30 eleph 

of foot soldiers 

Setup Conclusion 

Climax 

Hophni and 

Phinehas follow 

Problem Resolution 

Send men to Shiloh and 

bring the Ark to battle 

The glory has departed 

from Israel 

Shout, shake 

ground, terrify 

Philistines 

Philistines rally in 

fear 

The ark is 

captured; sons of 

Eli both die 

Benjamite brings 

news to Shiloh; 

news kills Eli 

Wife of Phinehas 

gives birth to 

Ichabod 



Return to Big Picture 

Story:  The Ark with the Philistines Passage: 1 Samuel 5:1-7:2 

Notes:   

 Strong parallel to Exodus from Egypt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes 

Beginning Middle End 

   

  Beth Shemesh – House of the Sun (temple) 

  Kiriath Jearim – City of Forests 

   

 Dagon = grain deity  Eleazar – God has helped 

 Threshold is where the deity enters  

   

 Unyoked, uncalved cows   

   

   
 

Send it back; outcry goes up 

to heaven 
Setup Conclusion 

Climax 

Set it up beside 

Dagon; Dagon falls 

over x2 

 

Problem Resolution 

Take ark from Ebenezer to 

Ashdod 

 

Cows bring ark back, 

sacrificed w/ cart to 

Yahweh 

Lord’s hand heavy 

on Ashdod; inflicts 

them with tumors 

Move to Gath; also 

get tumors, sends 

to Ekron; scared 

Call priests and 

diviners after 7 

months of tumors 

Send ark back with 

a gift; give glory to 

Israel’s god. 

Cart w/ cow test; 

cows pass the test! 



Return to Big Picture 

Story:  Samuel Subdues the Philistines at Mizpah Passage: 1 Samuel 7:2-15 

Notes:   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes 

Beginning Middle End 

   

Mizpah - Watchtower  Circuit is still local (Benjamin/Judah/Ephraim) 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

God thunders loud and 

throws Philistines into a 

panic 

Setup Conclusion 

Climax 

Israel is afraid; 

don’t stop Samuel! 

Problem Resolution 

Philistines hear Israel is 

assembled, so they go 

attack at Mizpah 

Philistines are subdued and 

stop invading 

Samuel’s whole 

burnt offering 

  

Route Philistines 

and slaughter 

them to Beth Kar 

Samuel sets up 

Stone of Help 



Return to Big Picture 

Story:  Israel Asks for a King Passage: 1 Samuel 8:1-22 

Notes:   

This is setup for the Saul anointing stories  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes 

Beginning Middle End 

Joel – Jehovah is God   

Abijah – Jehovah is my Father   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

Samuel gives them warnings 

of the King’s ways 
Setup Conclusion 

Climax 

Displeases Samuel, 

so he prays to 

Yahweh 

Problem Resolution 

People ask for a king like 

the other nations 

Yahweh tells Samuel to 

listen to the people 

Yahweh tells him 

to listen to them, 

but give a warning 

  

They insist they 

want a king to lead 

them and fight. 

Samuel repeats it 

before Yahweh 



Return to Big Picture 

Story:  Samuel Anoints Saul Passage: 1 Samuel 9:1-10:16 

Notes:   

First of three stories of the rise of Saul  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes 

Beginning Middle End 

Son of Kish = “bent” and a Benjamite   

  Saul’s uncle is Ner; Abner (Saul’s general) is Ner’s 

In zuph “honeycomb”   Son. 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

Samuel brings choice 

offering to Saul 
Setup Conclusion 

Climax 

Yahweh confirms 

that Saul is the one 

Problem Resolution 

Yahweh had told Samuel to 

anoint a man from 

Benjamin as ruler 

Saul meets prophets, etc., 

prophecies, confirmed as 

(future) king. 

Samuel invites Saul 

and servant to the 

high place 

Saul protests Samuel anoints 

Saul in secret 

Gives Saul two 

signs to confirm 

God changes Saul’s 

heart 



Return to Big Picture 

Story:  Casting Lots for King Passage: 1 Samuel 10:17-27 

Notes:   

Second Kingly origin story for Saul Strong parallel to Joshua (Achan’s punishment) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes 

Beginning Middle End 

Mizpah – “Watchtower”    

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

Saul was not found 
Setup Conclusion 

Climax 

Present yourselves 

by tribes and clans 

Problem Resolution 

Accuses Israel of 

demanding a king 

No one else is like him 

among all the people! 

Tribe of Benjamin, 

Clan of Matri 

Saul, son of Kish 

taken by lot 

Inquire of the Lord 

He’s hidden 

himself among the 

supplies! 

Retrieve him and 

show him off. 



Return to Big Picture 

Story:  Saul Rescues Jabesh Gilead Passage: 1 Samuel 11:1-15 

Notes:   

Third (final) Kingly origin story for Saul *huge parallels to end of book of Judges (Jabesh Gilead) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes 

Beginning Middle End 

Nahash the Ammonite – “serpent” Bezek – “Lightning”  

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

There are 300 eleph from 

Israel, 30 eleph from Judah 
Setup Conclusion 

Climax 

Saul returns from 

fields 

Problem Resolution 

JG needs help - messengers Routes Ammonites until the 

heat of the day 

Cuts up his oxen, 

sends them out 

Musters troops at 

Bezek 

Sends reassurance 

to JG 

JG pretends to 

surrender to the 

Ammonites 

Splits forces into 

three groups, 

attacks at night 



Return to Big Picture 

Story:  Samuel’s Farewell Speech Passage: 1 Samuel 12:1-25 

Notes:   

Immediately follows Saul’s (3rd) coronation celebration  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes 

Beginning Middle End 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

Here is Saul, the one you 

asked for, serve, obey and 

do not rebel 

Setup Conclusion 

Climax 

Israel cried for help 

in Egypt, Yahweh 

sent Moses/Aaron 

Problem Resolution 

I am going to confront you 

with evidence of righteous 

acts performed by Yahweh 

Admonishes, charges them 

to live righteously and 

faithfully 

Sold to Sisera, sent 

judges, delivered 

them 

Saw Nahash, asked 

for a king 

If you rebel, 

Yahweh’s hand will 

be against you 

Yahweh sends rain 

and thunder 

People are afraid; 

ask for prayers 



Return to Big Picture 

Story:  Saul Offers the Sacrifice Passage: 1 Samuel 13:1-15 

Notes:   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes 

Beginning Middle End 

   

Geba is in between Gibeah and Michmash Makes offering at Gilgal  

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

I was scared; w/o Yahweh’s 

favor, so I made the offering 

 

Setup Conclusion 

Climax 

Just as he finishes, 

Samuel meets him 

Problem Resolution 

Saul waits 7 days, but 

Samuel doesn’t show; 

makes the offering himself 

Your kingdom will not 

endure; Yahweh seeks a 

man after his own heart 

 

  

 

Foolish thing! 



Return to Big Picture 

Story:  Jonathan Attacks the Philistines Passage: 1 Samuel 13:16-14:52 

Notes:   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes 

Beginning Middle End 

   

Philistine Raiding Parties:   

1. Ophrah/IVO Shual   

2. Beth Horon   

3. Valley of Zeboyim   

*Covering the whole hill region of Benjamin   

   

Migron = “precipice”    

Ahijah = “my brother is Yahweh”    

   

Jonathan and armor bearer 

kill twenty men 
Setup Conclusion 

Climax 

Armor bearer 

thinks it’s a good 

idea 

Problem Resolution 

Jonathan wants to fight an 

entire Philistine outpost 

Yahweh saves Israel 

Devise divinatory 

sign 

Philistines confirm 

sign 

Panic strikes 

Philistine army 

Bring the ark? 

Withdraw your 

hand? 

Israel goes to 

battle; hiders join 

in too. 



Return to Big Picture 

Story:  Jonathan’s Death-Snack Passage: 1 Samuel 15:1-35 

Notes:   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes 

Beginning Middle End 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

 

Saul says they are breaking 

faith, they use Saul’s 

slaughtering stone 

Setup Conclusion 

Climax 

Jonathan’s eyes 

brightened 

Problem Resolution 

Jonathan ate the honey Saul’s men intercede on 

Jonathan’s behalf 

Soldier tells 

Jonathan of oath 

Israelites are so 

hungry they eat 

meat with blood 

Let’s keep pursuing 

-Saul; Let’s ask God 

-priest. No answer 

Cast lots; find out 

Jonathan is guilty 

Saul wants to kill 

Jonathan for his 

oath 



Return to Big Picture 

Story:  Yahweh Rejects Saul as King Passage: 1 Samuel 15:1-35 

Notes:   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes 

Beginning Middle End 

   

   

 *Agag = “I will overtop”  

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

Why didn’t you obey? 
Setup Conclusion 

Climax 

Yahweh regrets 

making Saul king 

Problem Resolution 

Doesn’t kill king Agag, 

spares best of livestock 

Saul tears Samuel’s robe; 

Yahweh has torn the 

kingdom from you today 

Saul’s setting up a 

monument to 

himself at Carmel 

I have carried out 

Yahweh’s 

instructions 

We are bringing 

back plunder for 

Yahweh 

Burnt offerings or 

obedience? 

Rebellion!  

I have sinned; I 

was scared of men; 

come back w/ me! 



Return to Big Picture 

Story:  Samuel Anoints David Passage: 1 Samuel 16:1-23 

Notes:   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes 

Beginning Middle End 

   

 David = “loved”  

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

Samuel anoints David 
Setup Conclusion 

Climax 

Take a heifer to 

sacrifice, invite 

Jesse/sons 

Problem Resolution 

Saul will kill me if he hears Saul makes David one of his 

armor bearers; likes him a 

lot 

Town elders 

tremble 

Sees Eliab; nope! 

Not other 6 

brothers 

 

Spirit of Yahweh 

enters David; 

leaves Saul 

Saul needs 

someone to soothe 

him with harp 

Jesse sends David 

to Saul with gifts 



Return to Big Picture 

Story:  David Defeats Goliath Passage: 1 Samuel 17:1-58 

Notes:   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes 

Beginning Middle End 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

I will fight Goliath -David 

Yahweh will rescue me 
Setup Conclusion 

Climax 

Jesse sends David 

to check on 

brothers with gifts 

Problem Resolution 

40 Days Goliath challenges 

Israel 

Stone to forehead 

Checks on brothers 

hears Goliath’s 

challenge 

David asks; gets a 

rebuke from Eliab; 

Saul sends for him 

Go; take armor; 

Can’t! Takes 5 

stones instead 

Goliath despises 

David and mocks 

David chastises 

Goliath 



Return to Big Picture 

Story:  Saul Fears David’s Rise Passage: 1 Samuel 18:1-30 

Notes:   

 This is a parallel episode with 19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes 

Beginning Middle End 

   

 Merab = “increase”  

 Michal = “Who is like God”  

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

Michal loves David, Saul 

plots 
Setup Conclusion 

Climax 

Sends David away; 

more victories 

Problem Resolution 

Evil spirit comes upon Saul; 

throws spear, misses twice 

Saul becomes more afraid; 

remains enemy whole life 

Dangles Merab; 

David too humble 

to take bait 

 Get 100 Philistine 

foreskins for bride: 

David agrees 

Gets 200 foreskins 

Michal given to 

David 



Return to Big Picture  

Story:  Saul Tries to Kill David Passage: 1 Samuel 19:1-24 

Notes:   

 This is a parallel episode with 18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes 

Beginning Middle End 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

Michal lets David out of 

window 
Setup Conclusion 

Climax 

David escapes 

Problem Resolution 

Evil spirit causes Saul to 

throw another spear at 

David 

David fled, made his escape 

Saul sends men to 

watch David’s 

house  

David’s wife warns 

him 

Idol in the bed 

David’s sick 

Bring him in bed; 

find idol; confront 

Michal 



Return to Big Picture 

Story:  Jonathan Protects David Passage: 1 Samuel 20:1-42 

Notes:   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes 

Beginning Middle End 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

Please show me unfailing 

love and kindness, makes 

covenant with David 

Setup Conclusion 

Climax 

No! -Jonathan; 

Yes, -David 

Problem Resolution 

Your  dad is at it again, 

Jonathan; trying to kill me  

-David 

 

Arrows beyond you! 

Jonathan lets David go 

David devises new 

moon feast test 

I’ll find out if he 

wants to harm you 

Sign of arrows 

First feast day, say 

nothing; second 

feast day inquires 

Saul’s anger flares, 

tries to spear 

Jonathan 



Return to Big Picture 

Story:  David on the Run Passage: 1 Samuel 21:1-22:23 

Notes:   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes 

Beginning Middle End 

   

 Doeg = “fearing” Head shepherd of Saul  

   

 Adullam = “justice of the people”   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

Prophet Gad tells him to 

return to Judah 
Setup Conclusion 

Climax 

David goes to 

Gath, acts crazy so 

Achish doesn’t kill 

 

Problem Resolution 

Doeg sees David at Nob Doeg kills the priests and 

city of Nob 

Hides in cave of 

Adullam, rallies 

family/malcontent

s 

Hides family in 

Moab 

Saul confronts 

men, Doeg rats out 

David/Ahimelech 

Saul accuses 

Ahimelech, orders 

priests killed 

Men refuse to kill 

the priests 



Return to Big Picture 

Story:  Saul Pursues David Passage: 1 Samuel 23:1-29 

Notes:   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes 

Beginning Middle End 

   

Keilah = “fortress”    

 Ziph = “Battlement”  

*Inquires of Yahweh twice, like Balaam   

 Horesh = “Wooded Height”  

   

 Sela Hamelekoth = “Rock of Escape”  

   

   

   

Jonathan makes covenant 

with David at Horesh 
Setup Conclusion 

Climax 

Saul brings forces 

to besiege David 

Problem Resolution 

Saul hears David is at 

Keilah 

Messenger tells Saul at the 

last second that the 

Philistines are attacking 

Will Saul come 

down? Yes. Keilah 

surrender me? Yes 

David and his men 

leave, Saul doesn’t 

come down 

 

Ziphites rat David 

out to Saul and 

Saul wants intel. 

Saul pursues David 

into the Desert of 

Maon  

Saul’s forces close 

in on David around 

a mountain 



Return to Big Picture 

Story:  David Spares Saul’s Life Passage: 1 Samuel 24:1-22 

Notes:   

 Cutting robe = taking part of the kingdom 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes 

Beginning Middle End 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

David confronts Saul, 

Yahweh delivered you into 

my hand, but I didn’t kill 

Setup Conclusion 

Climax 

Men encourage 

David to kill Saul 

Problem Resolution 

David and his men are far 

back in the cave 

David gives Saul his oath 

David cuts off 

corner of Saul’s 

robe 

David feels bad 

about cutting the 

robe 

May Yahweh judge 

between us. Dead 

dog? 

Saul repents, 

admits that David 

will be king. 

Asks David to 

swear oath not to 

harm him 



Return to Big Picture 

Story:  David and Abigail Passage: 1 Samuel 25:1-44 

Notes:   

Precursor story to David and Bathsheba Pivot story for David’s character 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes 

Beginning Middle End 

   

 Abigail = “my father is joy”  

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

Abigail intercedes for Nabal 
Setup Conclusion 

Climax 

David’s men give 

David answer; 

strap on swords! 

Problem Resolution 

Nabal answers brashly  David gets Abigail as wife 

Servant tells 

Abigail of Nabal’s 

foolishness 

Abigail gathers 

gifts for David 

Abigail gives 

blessing 

David turns from 

his vengeance; 

accepts gift 

Abigail confronts 

Nabal; seizure 



Return to Big Picture 

Story:  David Spares Saul’s Life Again Passage: 1 Samuel 26:1-25 

Notes:   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes 

Beginning Middle End 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

Steals Saul’s water jug and 

spear 
Setup Conclusion 

Climax 

David confirms 

Saul’s presence. 

 

Problem Resolution 

Saul is searching for David Saul repents, asks David to 

come back with him 

Brings Abishai into 

camp at night 

Abishai urges 

vengeance 

No one awoke; 

Yahweh put them 

into a deep sleep 

David calls to 

Abner; shames him 

for not protecting 

David confronts 

Saul again  



Return to Big Picture 

Story:  David Among the Philistines Passage: 1 Samuel 27:1-28:2 

Notes:   

Not really any arc, just setup  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes 

Beginning Middle End 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

 
Setup Conclusion 

Climax 

 

Problem Resolution 

  

 

  

 

 



Return to Big Picture 

Story:  Saul and the Medium Passage: 1 Samuel 28:3-25 

Notes:   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes 

Beginning Middle End 

   

Shunem = “double resting place”   

   

Gilboa = “swollen heap”   

 Endor = “Fountain of Dor”  

   

   

   

   

   
 

Bring up Samuel. You are 

Saul! 

 

Setup Conclusion 

Climax 

Find me a medium! 

Endor. 

Disguise 

Problem Resolution 

Inquires of Yahweh, gets 

no answer 

Samuel tells Saul that he is 

Yahweh’s enemy, he and 

his sons will die tomorrow. 

 

Medium is hesitant 

but Saul convinces 

  

Tell me what you 

see! 

Elohim. 

Saul inquires of 

Samuel. 



Return to Big Picture 

Story:  David Fights the Amalekites Passage: 1 Samuel 29:1-30:31 

Notes:   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes 

Beginning Middle End 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

Inquires of Yahweh; pursue 

them 
Setup Conclusion 

Climax 

David and men 

weep 

Problem Resolution 

Amalekites had raided 

Ziklag, took families and 

stuff 

David ambushes 

Amalekites, recovers 

everything plus 

Men want to stone 

David 

Tells Abiathar to 

bring the Ephod 

David and 600 

pursue 

200 stay at Besor 

Egyptian gives 

David intel 



Return to Big Picture 

Story:  Death of Saul and Jonathan Passage: 1 Samuel 31:1-13 

Notes:   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes 

Beginning Middle End 

   

  Jabesh = “Dry” 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

Philistines find Saul’s body, 

behead it, strip armor 
Setup Conclusion 

Climax 

Tells armor bearer 

to kill him 

Problem Resolution 

Archers wound Saul 

critically 

Take Saul and sons’ bodies 

down from wall 

Saul kills himself, 

armor bearer too 

Israelites abandon 

towns and flee 

from Philistines 

Proclaim news in 

temples  

Put armor in 

temple-Ashtoreth, 

body on Beth Shan 

Jabesh Gilead 

heard about body, 

night march 



Return to Big Picture 

Story:  David Mourns for Saul and Jonathan Passage: 2 Samuel 1:1-27 

Notes:   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes 

Beginning Middle End 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

He kills Saul 
Setup Conclusion 

Climax 

Says he was there 

when it happened 

Problem Resolution 

Is he lying? David has him killed for 

‘killing the Lord’s anointed’ 

He’s an Amalekite 

Saul tells him to kill 

him 

Takes crown, arm 

band 

David and men 

mourn 

Confirms he’s an 

Amalekite 



Return to Big Picture 

Story:  Civil War in Israel Passage: 2 Samuel 2:1-3:1 

Notes:   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes 

Beginning Middle End 

   

   

   

   

 Helkath Hazzurim “field of swords”  

 Asahel – “God made”  

   

   

   

   
 

Abner kills Asahel with butt 

of spear 
Setup Conclusion 

Climax 

Start out with 

‘young men’ 24 

men kill each other 

Problem Resolution 

Saul/David’s Forces meet 

at Gibeon 

Joab blows trumpets, cease 

pursuit of fellow Israelites 

Abner’s forces 

defeated that day 

Abner warns off 

the young man 

Asahel 

Joab and Abashai 

pursue Abner 

Take stand at 

sunset on a hill 

Abner calls for 

mercy 



Return to Big Picture 

Story:  Abner Goes Over to David Passage: 2 Samuel 3:2-21 

Notes:   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes 

Beginning Middle End 

   

His firstborn Amnon the son of Ahinoam of Jezreel: “faithful”   

his second, Kileab the son of Abigail: “like his father”  

the third, Absalom the son of Maakah:  Daughter: Talmai king of Geshur; “father is peace”  

the fourth, Adonijah the son of Haggith: “my Lord is Yah”  

the fifth, Shephatiah the son of Abital: “Yah has judged”  

and the sixth, Ithream the son Eglah: “Profit of the people”  

   

 Paltiel = “God delivers”  

   

Ishbosheth gives orders to 

take Michal from her 

husband, give to David 

Setup Conclusion 

Climax 

Ish-bosheth 

becomes afraid 

Problem Resolution 

Abner takes oath to give 

David throne 

 

David confirms deal with 

feast for Abner/20 men 

Abner sends 

messengers to 

David for covenant 

 

David wants 

Michal as part of 

the deal 

Paltiel chases after 

wife, cries; Abner 

sends home 

Abner confers with 

elders, convinces 

them to turn 

 

Abner convinces 

Benjamites 



Return to Big Picture 

Story:  Joab Murders Abner Passage: 2 Samuel 3:22-39 

Notes:   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes 

Beginning Middle End 

   

 *Hebron is a city of refuge  

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

David weeps at Abner’s 

tomb, sings lament 
Setup Conclusion 

Climax 

David professes 

innocence 

Problem Resolution 

Abner kills Joab to avenge 

his brother Asahel 

All the people were pleased 

with David; knew he didn’t 

have Joab murder Abner 

David curses Joab 

and family 

David tears 

clothes, mourns 

Abner 

People weep, urge 

David to eat 

David takes oath 

not to eat 

 



Return to Big Picture 

Story:  Ish-bosheth Murdered Passage: 2 Samuel 4:1-12 

Notes:   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes 

Beginning Middle End 

Ishbosheth = “man of shame”?   

Baanah = “afflicted”    

Rekab = “Rider”    

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

Yahweh delivers me from all 

my troubles  
Setup Conclusion 

Climax 

Cut off head, 

escape 

Problem Resolution 

Rekab and Baanah 

assassinate Ish-Bosheth 

Mutilate bodies of Rekab 

and Baanah 

Travel through the 

night 

Present David with 

the head 

Someone tried to 

do the same with 

Saul’s death 

You are much 

worse, wicked 

assassins 

Orders them killed. 



Return to Big Picture 

Story:  David becomes King Over Israel Passage: 2 Samuel 5:1-25 

Notes:   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes 

Beginning Middle End 

Shammua, “renowned”   

Shobab, “rebellious” Baal Perazim = “my Lord breaks out”  

Nathan, “giver”    

Solomon, “peace”   

Ibhar, “Yah chooses”   

Elishua, “my God is wealth/salvation”   

Nepheg, “sprout”   

Japhia, “shining”    

Elishama, “my God has heard”   

Eliada “God knows”; Eliphelet “God is deliverance”   
 

Yahweh assures deliverance 
Setup Conclusion 

Climax 

David goes to 

stronghold 

Problem Resolution 

Philistines go up in force to 

find King David 

David obeys, strikes down 

Philistines from Gibeon to 

Gezer 

Philistines go to 

Valley of Rephaim 

David inquires of 

Yahweh 

David defeats 

Philistines at Baal 

Perazim 

David and men 

carry off Philistine 

Idols 

Philistines return; 

circle round back, 

wait for marching 



Return to Big Picture 

Story:  The Ark Brought to Jerusalem Passage: 2 Samuel 6:1-23 

Notes:   

*Compare moving the ark to Jerusalem w/ taking the ark to battle (1 Sam 4)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes 

Beginning Middle End 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

David decides to move ark 
Setup Conclusion 

Climax 

David becomes 

angry because of 

God’s wrath 

Problem Resolution 

Uzzah reaches out to 

stabilize ark and dies 

Set ark in tabernacle in 

Jerusalem 

David gives up on 

moving ark. 

David hears that 

Obed-Edom’s 

house is blessed  

Every six steps 

make sacrifice 

bull/calf 

David wears linen 

ephod; dancing 

with all his might 

Michal despises 



Return to Big Picture 

Story:  Everlasting House for David Passage: 2 Samuel 7:1-29 

Notes:   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes 

Beginning Middle End 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

Shepherd boy, made famous 

Give you peace and rest 

 

Setup Conclusion 

Climax 

I’ve never dwelt in 

a house 

Problem Resolution 

God seems indignant that 

David would presume to 

build him a house 

Your son will build a temple 

for me; throne established 

forever 

 

Never commanded 

anyone to build me 

a house 

  

Yahweh will 

establish a house 

for you 

 

Your offspring will 

succeed you 



Return to Big Picture 

Story:  David’s Victories Passage: 2 Samuel 8:1-18 

Notes:   

Victories move north (Philistia, Moab, Zobah) Not much drama, just list of victories 
Seems to be some moral ambiguities for David here 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes 

Beginning Middle End 

   

Metheg Ammah “bridle of the mother city” (gath?)   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

 
Setup Conclusion 

Climax 

 

Problem Resolution 

  

 

  

 

 



Return to Big Picture 

Story:  David and Mephibosheth Passage: 2 Samuel 9:1-13 

Notes:   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes 

Beginning Middle End 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

Don’t be afraid, I want to 

show you kindness because 

of your father 

Setup Conclusion 

Climax 

Summon Ziba, 

Saul’s former 

servant 

Problem Resolution 

David wants to show 

kindness to the house of 

Saul (for Jonathan’s sake) 

Mephibosheth eats at the 

king’s table 

Jonathan’s son 

Miphibosheth is 

still around; lame 

David summons 

Mephibosheth 

Why notice a dead 

dog like me? 

David appoints 

Ziba to care and 

work Saul’s lands 

Ziba obeys 



Return to Big Picture 

Story:  David Encounters the Ammonites Passage: 2 Samuel 10:1-19 

Notes:   

Corresponds to Saul’s encounter with the Ammonites (1 Sam 11)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes 

Beginning Middle End 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

Joab surrounded, makes 

plan with brother 
Setup Conclusion 

Climax 

David tells 

messengers to stay 

at Jericho 

Problem Resolution 

Hanun gives David’s men 

half haircuts and half 

tailoring 

David crosses Jordan, fights 

Aram, they flee 

Ammon hires 20 

eleph of Arameans 

plus others 

David sends Joab 

with entire army 

Joab fights 

Arameans, they 

flee 

Ammonites flee 

into city (probably 

Rabbath Ammon) 

Joab returns to 

Jerusalem. Aram 

regroups 



Return to Big Picture 

Story:  David and Bathsheba Passage: 2 Samuel 11:1-27 

Notes:   

This is a continuation from the last story; David led victory over Aram, but the 
Ammonites still need a whoopin’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes 

Beginning Middle End 

   

Rabbah is capital of Ammon (Rhabbath Ammon)   

   

   

Bathsheba = “daughter of an oath”   

Uriah = “Yah is my Flame/light”   

   

   

   

   
 

Joab has Uriah killed in 

battle 
Setup Conclusion 

Climax 

David sends for 

Uriah; sends him 

home 

Problem Resolution 

Gets Bathsheba preggers Uriah’s wife mourns and 

then David brings her into 

his house 

Uriah sleeps at 

palace entrance; 

David tries again 

Uriah passes out; 

David sends back 

with death order 

Joab sends 

messenger to 

David with code 

Messenger delivers 

message to David 

David reassures 

messenger, Joab 



Return to Big Picture 

Story:  Nathan Rebukes David Passage: 2 Samuel 12:1-31 

Notes:   

This is a continuation of previous story; also concludes Ammonite campaign  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes 

Beginning Middle End 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

David’s fasting/praying to 

save child 
Setup Conclusion 

Climax 

Gave David Saul’s 

wives; Israel, Judah 

Problem Resolution 

Nathan tells David he is the 

man. Rebukes David on 

behalf of Yahweh 

David musters army and 

captures Rabbah 

Sword will not 

depart; you will be 

shamed in open 

David confesses,  

Yahweh takes sin 

away, son will die 

7th day, child dies; 

ceases mourning 

Goes to 

Bathsheba, bears a 

son Solomon 

Joab tells David to 

come get the city 

he ordered 



Return to Big Picture 

Story:  Death of Amnon Passage: 2 Samuel 13:1-39 

Notes:   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes 

Beginning Middle End 

   

   

   

   

  *Talmai, son of Ammihud king of Geshur is his  

       mother's father.  

   

   

   

   
 

Absalom invites king’s sons 

to sheepshearing; king 

refuses 

Setup Conclusion 

Climax 

Amnon hates 

Tamar and sends 

her away 

Problem Resolution 

Amnon rapes Tamar Absalom’s men carry out 

order 

Absalom brings 

Tamar into house 

David furious; does 

nothing 

Absalom insists, 

requests Amnon 

 

Gives orders to kill 

Amnon when he’s 

drunk 

 



Return to Big Picture 

Story:  Absalom Returns Passage: 2 Samuel 14:1-33 

Notes:   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes 

Beginning Middle End 

   

   

Tekoa = “stockade”   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

The king convicts himself by 

not bringing back banished 

son 

Setup Conclusion 

Climax 

Gets Tekoan 

woman to pull 

charade 

 

Problem Resolution 

Joab knows David wants 

Absalom back 

 

Absalom bows to the king, 

king kisses Absalom 

Town demands the 

life of other son to 

rid her of heirs 

 

Tells Tekoan that 

she is right 3 times 

 

Did Joab put you 

up to this? 

Yes 

Bring Absalom to 

his own house, 2 

years 

Gets Joab fired up. 



Return to Big Picture 

Story:  Absalom’s conspiracy Passage: 2 Samuel 15:1-16:14 

Notes:   

*Travelling East to wilderness  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes 

Beginning Middle End 

   

 Ittai = “with me”  

 Shimei = “renowned”   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

Sends Hushai to frustrate 

Ahithophel’s advice 
Setup Conclusion 

Climax 

Leaves concubines, 

marches out, tells 

Ittai to stay 

Problem Resolution 

We must flee or we won’t 

escape Absalom -David 

King and people arrive at 

destination exhausted 

Zadok brings ark, 

stays in Jerusalem 

Priests to inform 

Mount of olives, 

Ahithophel’s 

counsel = foolish 

David discovers 

Mephibosheth’s 

betrayal, gives Ziba 

Shimei curses, 

stones; “the Lord 

has told him to” 

 



Return to Big Picture 

Story:  Kings Advisors Passage: 2 Samuel 16:15-17:23 

Notes:   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes 

Beginning Middle End 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

People think Hushai’s advice 

better because Yahweh 

frustrated good advice 

Setup Conclusion 

Climax 

Choose 12 eleph 

and pursue David   

-Ahithophel 

Problem Resolution 

Ahithophel gives really 

good advice 

By daybreak, all of David’s 

people had crossed Jordan 

Hushai’s asked for 

advice 

Gather more 

forces, then chase 

David 

Hushai passes 

word to priest 

informants to flee 

Covered by grain in 

well  

Inform David to 

leave 



Return to Big Picture 

Story:  Death of Absalom Passage: 2 Samuel 17:24-19:8 

Notes:   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes 

Beginning Middle End 

   

Shobi = “glorious” – Ammonite   

Makir = “sold” – Mannasseh-ite   

Barzillai “my iron” – Mannasseh-ite   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

Joab and armor bearers kill 

Absalom with Javelins 
Setup Conclusion 

Climax 

20 eleph killed; 

forest swallows 

more than sword 

Problem Resolution 

David’s army marches out 

to fight Israel in forest of 

Ephraim 

David sits by the gate and 

his men come to him. 

Absalom riding 

mule, hair gets 

caught in tree 

Soldier refuses to 

kill Absalom 

Heap up rocks over 

Absalom’s body 

Ahimaaz wants to 

run to king; lets 

Cushite deliver 

David mourns 

Absalom; Joab 

threatens David 



Return to Big Picture 

Story:  David Returns to Jerusalem Passage: 2 Samuel 19:9-43 

Notes:   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes 

Beginning Middle End 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

Sons of Zeruiah try to 

interfere, but David insists 

no death 

Setup Conclusion 

Climax 

Makes deal with 

Amasa to replace 

Joab 

 

Problem Resolution 

Need to bring back the king They all cross river together 

Shemei begs 

forgiveness, David 

grants 

  

Mephibosheth 

begs forgiveness; 

David divides 

 

Wants to bring 

Barzillai, brings 

Kimham instead 



Return to Big Picture 

Story:  Sheba Rebellion Passage: 2 Samuel 20:1-26 

Notes:   

David seems to be a hollow figure, being argued over   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes 

Beginning Middle End 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

Everyone follows Joab 
Setup Conclusion 

Climax 

Joab merks Amasa 

when they meet at 

Gibeon 

Problem Resolution 

Tells Abishai to go defeat 

Sheba 

Joab returns to Jerusalem 

Moves Amasa into 

field 

  

Sheba holes up in 

Abel Beth Maakah; 

Joab lays siege  

 

Wise woman 

delivers Sheba’s 

head 

 



Return to Big Picture 

Story:  Gibeonites Avenged Passage: 2 Samuel 21:1-14 

Notes:   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes 

Beginning Middle End 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

King hands over Saul’s 

descendants; Gibeonites kill 

them and expose bodies 

Setup Conclusion 

Climax 

No right to silver 

Problem Resolution 

Saul put Gibeonites to 

death 

God answers prayer again 

Kill 7 of Saul’s 

family; expose 

them at Gibeah 

  

Rizpah defends the 

bones of Saul’s line 

David gathers up 

all of Saul’s bones, 

buries 



Return to Big Picture 

Story:  Wars Against the Philistines Passage: 2 Samuel 21:15- 

Notes:   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes 

Beginning Middle End 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

Tell David not to come to 

battles; too old? 
Setup Conclusion 

Climax 

Abishai rescues 

David and kills 

Ishbi-Benob 

Problem Resolution 

Becomes exhausted Killed descendants of Rapha 

 

 Kill Saph 

Kill Goliath’s 

brother 

Kill giant with 24 

digits 



Return to Big Picture 

Story:  David’s Song of Praise Passage: 2 Samuel 22:1-23:7 

Notes:   

*Psalm 18  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes 

Beginning Middle End 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

 

 
Setup Conclusion 

Climax 

 

Problem Resolution 

  

 

  

 

 



Return to Big Picture 

Story:  David’s Mighty Men Passage: 2 Samuel 23:8-39 

Notes:   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes 

Beginning Middle End 

The three:   

1. Josheb-Basshebeth – 800:1 37 mighty men in the ‘30’  

2. Eleazar – Frozen Sword   

3. Shammah – Lentil victory   

   

Abishai is chief of the three   

   

Benaiah – In charge of David’s bodyguard   

   

   

Mighty men break through 

to get Bethlehemite water. 
Setup Conclusion 

Climax 

 

Problem Resolution 

David has no water in cave 

of Adullam 

David pours out water 

before Yahweh 

 

  

 

 



Return to Big Picture 

Story:  David’s Census Passage: 2 Samuel 24:1-25 

Notes:   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes 

Beginning Middle End 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

David begs for forgiveness 
Setup Conclusion 

Climax 

Joab protests; 

David overrules 

Problem Resolution 

Yahweh incites David to 

take a census 

Yahweh answers prayer and 

stops plague 

Go throughout 

land for 9 months 

800 eleph in Israel 

500 eleph in Judah 

Gad’s wheel of 

consequences; 

chooses plague 

God kills 70 eleph 

Angel at threshing 

floor of Araunah 

David buys floor, 

makes altar, 

sacrifices 


